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7 Reasons to Learn Catholic Latin

You don't need Latin to be a good Catholic. But learning even a little can transform how you experience

your faith.

Fecisti nos ad te, et inquietum est cor nostrum donec requiescat in te.

— St. Augustine, Confessions 1.1

Understand the Mass at a deeper level
When you know that miserere nobis means "have

mercy on us," the Mass becomes more personal and
communal in a way no translation can fully capture.

Read the Vulgate

St. Jerome's Latin Bible shaped Western Christianity
for 15 centuries. Words like justification,
redemption, and grace come straight from his
choices.

Access Church documents directly
Authoritative Latin editions still serve as reference
points for translation. Even basic reading ability lets

you spot nuances English versions can obscure.

Build a foundation for deeper study

About 65% of English vocabulary descends from
Latin. Theology, canon law, and liturgy require it.
Sacrosanctum Concilium still calls for the faithful
to pray and sing their parts of the Mass in Latin.

THE INVITATION

easier to accept.
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Pray with 2,000 years of saints
The Ave Maria in Latin is the same prayer St.

Thomas Aquinas, St. Teresa of Avila, and St. Thérése
prayed.

Sing Gregorian chant

The music was composed to fit Latin rhythms.
Tantum Ergo, Salve Regina, Adoro Te Devote
all become richer once you understand them.

Join a universal Church

Latin belongs to no nation. A Polish priest, a Nigerian
sister, and a Brazilian seminarian can all celebrate
Mass together — without anyone's mother tongue
winning.

Start with prayer, not grammar

The Pater Noster and Ave Maria give you vocabulary,
rhythm, pronunciation, and Catholic context all at
once. Three lines a day for a month and you're praying
in Latin.

The Second Vatican Council itself, in Sacrosanctum Concilium, called for the faithful to be able to pray
and sing the parts of the Mass that pertain to them in Latin. That invitation still stands — and it has never been

Ad maiorem Dei gloriam



